
September 12, 2019 PTO meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting open with principal greeting and safety presentation by School Resource Officer (SRO) Jackie. The presentation 
went over the color codes and the reason behind those as well as safety measures in the case of an active shooter. She 
also went over the reunification sites being King of Kings Church and South Park Elementary school. Principal Gallegos 
also noted that in case of an emergency such as this parents would receive an all call giving them instructions on where 
to go in order to be Reunited with their children. She stated that the school will also be changing phone systems mid-
October, the new system will call, text, and email the message going out. 
 
As everyone knows the use of the school doors has changed for entering before school and exiting after school.  
This is for additional safety and security reasons. By limiting the entrance points there is a better chance of seeing 
something that is odd or seeing someone that does not belong in the school. Fewer doors being manned also leaves 
more staff available to have eyes on who is entering the school as well as having additional staff available in case of an 
incident. Procedures for emergency exits in the case of fires or other emergencies remains the same. 
 
Principal Gallegos talked about the school’s financial need for repairs and the District’s plan. Highland Park has about 
$2.3 million worth of repairs needed including a new roof, having plumbing replaced, having electrical replaced, new 
interior and exterior doors due to them no longer meeting fire safety codes, asphalt repair on school grounds, as well as 
needing updates to the gas lines for heating and water heater for the school. These are the more pressing of repairs 
needed, additional repairs not mentioned at this meeting are also needed. 
 
Principal Gallegos also let everyone know that the schools walkathon which is one of the biggest fundraisers is taking 
place on October 3 this year and reminded families that the forms and donations must be turned in by 8 AM on 
September 30. The goal for this year is to earn $5,000. This money will pay for half of our Lexia reading program and The 
school is covering the other half out of their funding. The remaining donations will help fund field trips for the students. 
 
Principal Gallegos introduced Sam (last year‘s PTO president) to go over the committees which were started last year. 
The committee names and roles have not been completely solidified but are essentially events committee (led by 
Sharon), outreach committee (led by Lori), and administration committee (led by Sam). Sam talked about the hope being 
that each committee meet outside of the monthly PTO meetings and create ideas and plans in each area to present to 
the PTO as a whole and move forward with those ideas in order to help the PTO and school grow as a whole. 
 
Sam then introduced Sharon (last year‘s PTO Vice president) to go over information about the events that took place last 
year and talk about the events committee. Sharon let everyone know that last year, PTO participated with donut sales 
flower grams, a school dance, and field today. She let everyone know that many ideas have come up and everybody has 
great ideas however we always have trouble with execution due to the lack of volunteers to help with events that are 
planned. We are hoping this year that we are able to remedy this and have very successful events this year and in the 
future. She handed out committee information sheets and sign up sheets. 
 
Box tops were brought up by PTO member Renette, she talked about the new app and how easy it is to use and the 
money will go directly to the school without anyone having to mail anything or clip anything. 
 
PTO members were asked to think about the chair positions and if they may like to run and at next months meeting we 
will go over the positions and vote in November to fill the positions. The positions in Highland Park Elementary PTO our 
President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 
 
To receive notifications on Highland Park PTO through remind please go to rmd.at/gad764 on your computer or 
smartphone web browser. To receive messages through text send @gad764 to 81010. 
 
To learn more about the box Tops app go to BTFE.com       


